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Places in News (World)- May 2025

Denmark:World's first commercial e-methanol plant is in Kasse, Denmark.

o Developed by European Energy (Denmark) and Mitsui (Japan), the plant will produce 42,000
metric tonnes of e-methanol annually.

e Zangezur Corridor :The Zangezur Corridor is a proposed land route through Armenia’s Syunik
Province that would connect Azerbaijan to its Nakhchivan region, cutting across Armenian land.

o It connects Azerbaijan’s Baku Port in Caspian Sea to the Nakhchivan Autonomous Region, a
western exclave of Azerbaijan separated by Armenian territory.

o The project aims to enhance Azerbaijan’s trade with Turkey and Europe by improving
logistics infrastructure, reducing transportation costs, and significantly cutting travel time

between Azerbaijan and Nakhchivan.

Green Line: The Green Line, or 1949 Armistice border, is the demarcation line set out in the 1949
Armistice Agreements between the armies of Israel and those of its neighbors (Egypt, Jordan,
Lebanon, and Syria) after the 1948 Arab—Israeli War.

o It served as the de facto border of Israel from 1949 until the Six-Day War in 1967.
o It continues to represent Israel's internationally recognized borders with the two
Palestinian territories: the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.
o The Green Line was intended as a demarcation line rather than a permanent border.
e Afghanistan:China and Pakistan agreed to expand the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) to
Afghanistan.
o The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) was launched in 2015 as a flagship project of
China’s ‘Belt and Road Initiative’ (BRI).
o BRI is a multi-billion-dollar initiative launched in 2013 by China to link Southeast Asia,
Central Asia, Gulf region, Africa, and Europe with a network of land and sea routes
e Tulare Lake, California (USA):Tulare Lake reemerged after 130 years due to 2023 atmospheric
rivers.
o Tulare Lake is located in the San Joaquin Valley of California, in the United States of
America.
o Tulare Lake, once the largest freshwater lake west of the Mississippi River, has reemerged
after 130 years in California’s San Joaquin Valley. The lake had disappeared over time due to

extensive man-made irrigation systems.
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In 2023, powerful atmospheric rivers brought record rainfall to California, triggering the
lake’s rare resurgence. The Kern River, fed by snowmelt from the southern Sierra Nevada,
played a key role in refilling the basin.

The Tachi Yokut tribe, native to the region, had traditionally relied on Tulare Lake for

survival, as the area receives very limited rainfall.

e Chile:Airglow captured above the La Silla Observatory in the Atacama Desert

o

o

o

Airglow is a faint light naturally emitted by Earth’s upper atmosphere.

Unlike stars or auroras, airglow is too faint to be seen with the naked eye. However, in
extremely dark locations, sensitive cameras can capture its ghostly glow. One such site is the
La Silla Observatory, run by the European Southern Observatory (ESO), located on the edge
of Chile’s Atacama Desert, where light pollution is minimal.

Airglow is created when ultraviolet radiation from the Sun energizes atoms and molecules in
the upper atmosphere. As these particles return to their normal state, they release faint light,
producing a soft, steady glow.

The most common airglow colors are green, red, and blue. However, other colors also occur .

o Perito Moreno Glacier, Argentina:Perito Moreno Glacier (White Giant) in Los Glaciares National

Park facing ice loss by calving.

o

Argentina’s most famous glacier, the Perito Moreno glacier, which has a surface area of 250 sq
km (the total area of Patna, Bihar), is crumbling.

The Perito Moreno glacier, also called the ‘White Giant’, is located near the city of El Calafate
in the Argentine province of Santa Cruz, and comes under the Los Glaciares National Park —
a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

It was formed during the last Ice Age, which occurred approximately 18,000 years ago.
Estimates suggest that the glacier is 30 km long, and has a towering height of 60 m above the
water level.

Due to its enormous size, it is a major source of freshwater for Argentina.

Since at least 1917, the Perito Moreno Glacier has experienced numerous large-scale ice
calving events due to its natural forward movement. While calving is a natural phenomenon,
the size and frequency of these events have increased in recent years, primarily due to global

warming, which is accelerating glacier retreat.

e Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC): Over 100 people, mostly children and the elderly, lost their

lives in Sud Kivu province of eastern DR Congo as flash floods, triggered by torrential rains, swept

through Kasaba village.

e South Africa:A study published in the Journal of Geophysical Research: Solid Earth reported that

land in South Africa has been rising at a rate of 2 mm per year between 2012 and 2020.

InclusivelAS Value Addition Material (World Mapping)

www.inclusiveias.com



NCLUSIVE
AS|

o A gradual uplift of land has been observed in parts of South Africa, linked to reduced surface

and groundwater pressure.

o Reason Behind the Uplift:

m Elastic Rebound Effect:The removal of surface water (due to drought or

excessive extraction) decreases the load on the Earth’s crust, leading to an

upward movement or rebound of the land.
Kuwait:Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah has revoked the citizenship of over 37,000
individuals, primarily women naturalised through marriage, as part of a reformist agenda
Lonza Valley, Switzerland: A massive glacier collapse in Switzerland’s Loetschental Valley buried
the village of Blatten under ice and rock debris, raising flood concerns due to the blockage of the
River Lonza’s flow.
Chagos Islands: The United Kingdom has officially agreed to transfer sovereignty of the Chagos
Islands to Mauritius, marking the end of decades of British control over the Indian Ocean archipelago.

o The Chagos Archipelago comprises over 60 small islands situated in the central Indian Ocean,

south of the Maldives and east of Seychelles.

o The largest island, Diego Garcia, hosts a strategic US-UK military base.

o Key Details of the Sovereignty Transfer Deal

e The UK has agreed to transfer sovereignty of the Chagos Islands to Mauritius.
e Under the agreement, Diego Garcia will be leased to the UK and US for 99 years to
maintain their military operations.
e As part of the deal, the UK will pay Mauritius approximately £101 million per
year, amounting to billions over the lease period.
Mozambique: Thousands have fled due to “triple crisis” — armed conflict and displacement,
recurring extreme weather events, and months of post-electoral unrest.
Yala Glacier, Nepal: Himalayan Yala Glacier declared dead in Langtang. Located in the Langtang
Valley, Nepal. It is the only glacier in the entire Himalayas to be included in the Global Glacier
Casualty List (GGCL).
Australia: Once-in-a-century flooding leaves many stranded.

o Relentless rain has cut off entire towns, swept away livestock, and destroyed homes.
Southern Australia: Southern Australia, including South Australia, Victoria, and Tasmania, is facing
one of the worst droughts in decades, raising alarm about the region’s climate vulnerability and water
security
Papua New Guinea:The World Health Organisation has declared a polio outbreak in Papua New

Guinea and called for an immediate vaccination campaign.
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The country was declared polio-free in 2000, but a brief outbreak in 2018 led to a swift

containment response.

e New Caledonia (France):Talks over a new political status for New Caledonia broke down in May,

2025, after loyalist factions rejected France’s proposal for “sovereignty in partnership”.

o

o

Situated in the Southwestern Pacific Ocean, approximately 1,500 km east of Australia.
A French overseas collectivity, New Caledonia maintains administrative ties with France but

enjoys a high degree of autonomy in local governance.

e Mount Lewotobi Laki-laki, Indonesia: Mount Lewotobi Laki-laki in Indonesia has erupted multiple

times.

o

o

O

It is a stratovolcano forming part of a twin volcanic system with Lewotobi Perempuan. Local
residents perceive the twin volcanic system as male and female mountains.
Located on Flores Island in Indonesia.

Indonesia is situated along the “Ring of Fire” in the Pacific region

e Anak Krakatau, Indonesia: A new study reveals that Indonesia’s Anak Krakatau volcano, which

collapsed catastrophically in 2018 causing a deadly tsunami, showed warning signs years in advance.

o

o

Anak Krakatau (“Child of Krakatoa”) is located in the Sunda Strait, between Java and Sumatra
in Indonesia.

Volcano Type: Stratovolcano, Situated at the convergent boundary between the
Indo-Australian and Eurasian plates.

It is part of the Pacific Ring of Fire, a seismically active zone encircling the Pacific Ocean.

e Balochistan:Baloch nationalist leaders have declared independence from Pakistan, citing decades of

violence, enforced disappearances, and human rights violations in the region.

o

O

o

Balochistan lies mostly in western Pakistan but also extends into southeastern Iran.

It is the traditional homeland of the Baloch people, after whom it is named.

Balochistan (also spelled Baluchistan) is bounded on the north by Afghanistan and on the
south by the Arabian Sea.

The Pakistani province named Balochistan covers an area of 347,190 sq.km.

It is the country’s largest but least populated province.

Its capital is Quetta.

The Baloch and Pashtun people make up the two major and more distinct ethnic groups. The

third major group consists of people who are of mixed ethnicity but mainly of Sindhi origin.

e Chabahar Port: Chabahar Port is a seaport in Chabahar located in southeastern Iran, on the Gulf of

Oman.

o

It serves as Iran's only oceanic port, and consists of two separate ports named Shahid Kalantari

and Shahid Beheshti.
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o Chabahar Project:
m In May 2016, India signed a tripartite agreement with Iran and Afghanistan to develop
the Shahid Beheshti Terminal at Chabahar.
m [t is India’s first foreign port project.
e Lake Tanganyika : In Zambia, a regional workshop took place to help coordinate the first
comprehensive fisheries stock assessment of Lake Tanganyika in over two decades.

o Itis an ancient rift lake in East Africa.
o Itis located in the southern part of the Western Rift Valley and is one of Africa’s Great Lakes
o It is shared by Burundi, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Tanzania, and Zambia.
o Itis the longest freshwater lake in the world.
o Itis a globally recognized biodiversity hotspot .

e Alcatraz Island, United States : It is an island in San Francisco Bay, United States
o Also known as ‘The Rock’.
o It is one of the most notorious and secure federal prisons in the United States.

e Mt. Makalu:The Indo Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) has successfully scaled Mt. Makalu — the
world’s fifth highest peak.

o It is the fifth highest mountain in the world, standing at 8,485 meters (27,838 ft) above sea
level.

o Itis located in the Mahalangur range of the Nepal Himalayas on the border between Nepal and
Tibet.

o The mountain lies in the Makalu Barun National Park and is known for its perfect pyramid
shape with four sharp ridges.

e Sakurajima Volcano:One of Japan's most active stratovolcanoes erupted recently.

o Location: It is located on the southern tip of Kyushu island near the city of Kagoshima, Japan.

o It is one of Japan’s most active volcanoes and eruptions of varying levels take place on a
regular basis.

o Sakurajima is a stratovolcano formed from layers of lava and ash. It is situated on a
convergent plate margin.

o It is an andesitic volcano (meaning it has a high gas content and is very viscous) located at the
southern edge of the Aira caldera.

e Gamburtsev Subglacial Mountains:New data published in Earth and Planetary Science Letters
reveals the Gamburtsev Subglacial Mountains (GSM) were formed over 500 million years ago, during
the assembly of the Gondwana supercontinent.

o The Gamburtsev Subglacial Mountains are a completely buried mountain range beneath the

East Antarctic Ice Sheet, located at its highest point.
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These mountains were first discovered in 1958 by a Soviet seismic expedition.

Unlike the Transantarctic Mountains, which are partially visible above the ice, the Gamburtsev
Mountains remain entirely buried, concealed under several kilometres of ice.

Typically, mountains form at tectonic plate boundaries due to collision or subduction, but East
Antarctica has remained tectonically stable for hundreds of millions of years.

The existence of such a massive mountain range within a stable craton posed a major puzzle

for geologists.

e Kilauea Volcano: Kilauea volcano in Hawaii erupted with lava fountains over 1,000 feet, marking

the most intense activity since the Pu’u’9’6 eruption of the 1980s.

o

o

o

o

It is one of the world’s most active volcanoes.

It is a shield-type volcano located in the southeastern part of the island of Hawaii, Hawaii
state, United States.

The summit caldera contains a lava lake known as Halema uma'u that is said to be the home
of the Hawaiian volcano goddess, Pele.

Kilauea's slopes merge with those of the nearby volcano Mauna Loa on the west and north.

Kilauea has been erupting on a continuous basis since 1983.

® Mearim River:

o

o

It is situated in Maranhao state in Brazil and flows into the Atlantic Ocean .

The Mearim River is famous for its pororoca, a tidal bore that occurs when high tides from the
ocean travel upstream into the river.

A tidal bore is a positive surge of water formed when rising ocean tides push against river
currents, typically during spring tides and supermoons.

The height of the bore is usually greater near the riverbanks than at the centre and can travel
upstream for up to 30 minutes after the peak high tide.

The Mearim pororoca is among the last remaining strong tidal bores in Brazil, attracting

surfers, tourists, and scientific researchers.

o Atacama Desert : It is the driest desert in the world.

o

o

o

o

It is located in northern Chile.
It is nestled between the Andes Mountains on the east and the Pacific Ocean on the west.
Bordered by: It is bordered by Argentina, Peru, and Bolivia

It also hosts 12 volcanoes, mainly located in the western outliers of the Andes..

e Persian Gulf :President Donald Trump is making plans for the United States to begin referring to the
Persian Gulf as the Gulf of Arabia or the Arabian Gulf.

o

o

It is part of the Indian Ocean.

It is located in Western Asia.
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It is an extension of the Gulf of Oman and connects to the Indian Ocean via the Strait of
Hormuz in the east.

Bordering Countries: Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, United Arab Emirates,
Oman (Musandam exclave) and Iran.

Qeshm Island is the largest island in the Persian Gulf

e East China Sea: China’s Liaoning aircraft carrier recently entered the East China Sea near Japan’s

Senkaku Islands for the first time, conducting aggressive military drills close to Japanese territory.

o

o

It is an arm of the Western Pacific Ocean, located in East Asia.

It is a semi-closed sea bordered by the Yellow Sea to the north, the South China Sea and
Taiwan to the south, Japan’s Ryukyu and Kyushu islands to the east, and the Chinese mainland
to the west.

It connects with the Japan Sea via the Tsushima Strait and the South China Sea via the Taiwan
Strait.

The East China Sea and the South China Sea together form the China Sea.

The countries which border the sea include South Korea, Japan, the Republic of China
(Taiwan), and the People’s Republic of China.

The Yellow River (Huanghe) and the Yangtze River (Changjiang) discharge into the East
China Sea, providing much fresh water and suspended particles.

The sea contains several islands, including Ryukyu Islands (part of Japan) and the Diaoyu
Islands (known as the Senkaku Islands in Japan), which are a source of territorial dispute

between China and Japan .

e Jeddah, Saudi Arabia: The Islamic Arts Biennale 2025 was hosted in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. The

event, titled "And All That Is In Between," showcased a blend of historical and contemporary Islamic

art.

It is located on the western coast of Saudi Arabia, along the Red Sea, Second-largest city in
Saudi Arabia (after Riyadh).
Gateway for Hajj: It serves as the entry point for millions of Muslims traveling for Hajj and

Umrah to Makkah.

e Sanaa, Yemen: Israeli airstrikes targeted Sanaa International Airport after Houthi Attacks, damaging

a Yemenia Airways plane.

O

o

o

Sana'a, the capital of Yemen, is the largest city and a cultural and political center.
The city's Old City is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, known for its distinctive architecture.
It has been a site of conflict and destruction, particularly in the early 2000s, with the Houthi

movement's insurgency against the Yemeni government.
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Lithuania (NATO’s Eastern Flank): Germany has started establishing its 45th Tank Brigade in
Lithuania, marking its first permanent foreign deployment since WWII, to bolster NATO's eastern
defenses amid Russian threats. The unit is expected to be fully operational by 2027.
Bamako, Mali: Massive pro-democracy protests erupted against President Assimi Goita's military
regime, following the dissolution of political parties.
o Location: Situated in southwestern Mali (West Africa) on the banks of the Niger River,
Bamako is encircled by the Manding Mountains, including peaks like Koulouba and Point G.
Dubrovnik, Croatia: It has been recognized as a top travel destination for 2025 by Wanderlust
Magazine, specifically on their "Travel Green List”.
o Geographical Importance: Located near the borders with Bosnia & Herzegovina and
Montenegro, along the Adriatic Sea (Known as the "Pearl of the Adriatic")
o The Old City of Dubrovnik is a UNESCO World Heritage Site Since 1979
Shenzhen (China): The U.S. restrictions on semiconductor software exports to China, announced in
May 2025, will affect Shenzhen's tech hub status.
o Itis located on the east bank of Pearl River Delta, close to the South China Sea
o Itis also known as “China’s Silicon Valley” and serves as a gateway between mainland China
and global markets via Hong Kong
Jebel Ali (United Arab Emirates): Jebel Ali Port benefits from $200 billion U.S.-UAE deals,
including Al cooperation, announced during Trump’s visit in May 2025.
o It is strategically positioned at the crossroads of Asia, Africa, and Europe.
o It is close to the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial chokepoint for global oil trade
o Jebel Ali Port is the largest port in the Middle East and 9th busiest port in the world (by cargo

volume)
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